ganglia (Syndrome 1) or the brain stem (syndrome 3 especially the pons area) or both sites (Syndrome 2). The latter is the most serious and debilitating syndrome. This damage to the central nervous system is consistent with the major symptoms reported by Gulf War Veterans, GWVs, and associated with the early damage and symptoms found in Parkinson's disease [11, 12, 13 ]. Haley's magnetic resonance study and its conclusions have been replicated by other scientists [14] . The prevalence of motor neurone disease, MND, has been found to be double the expected levels [15] and, in particular, to exceed the expected levels for those under 45 years old suggesting a war-related environmental trigger [16] . This further implicates known neurotoxins such as pesticides, nerve agents, oil and smoke and depleted uranium. Although the American administration has promptly and generously responded to this information the MOD, to its shame, has refused to deal in the same way with UK GWVs where there is a similar incidence according to figures available from the Gulf Veterans organisations [17] . The figures appear to be rising [13] .
In his country Mackness and colleagues [18, 19] have shown in two studies that there are significant reductions in the levels of serum paraoxonase in all, GWVs, whether classed as sick or well [19] . Such deficits point to an increased susceptibility to atherosclerosis and, diabetes and other diseases and disorders [20] . Similar findings emerged from a study of organophosphate, OP, farmers [21] and are consistent with the widespread and significant exposures of GWVs to both pesticides and nerve agents. Compston et al, have found reduced bone density (osteoporosis) in both GWVs [22] and OP poisoned farmers [23] in the UK yet another link between major chronic poisoning and illness. Osteoporosis may therefore arise from either exposure to multiple vaccines that give rise to an autoimmune induced osteoporosis [24] and/or from OP poisoning [23] which affects the acetylcholinesterase that plays an important role in bone metabolism. Autoimmune responses also include an autoimmune induced atherosclerosis [25] . Two possible mechanisms known to induce atherosclerosis are autoimmune disease and organophosphate poisoning.
The effects of OPs are known to be amplified by synergism between OPs and pyrethroids, DEET and other pesticides [26] . The immune system suffers extensive damage from OP exposure [27] and autoantibodies to neuronal filament proteins have been identified in OP poisoned individuals [28] A recent inquest on a GWV concluded with the coroner's verdict that although death was due to natural causes (heart attack) in which atherosclerosis played a major part exposures in the Gulf War 1991 had contributed to the cause of death. The testimony given at the inquest included a description of the veteran's medical condition as global illness syndrome-every major system in the body had been damaged [29] and contributed to his death. Somewhat earlier an inquest on an organophosphate poisoned farmer [30] resulted in an open verdict in which her medical condition was described as multiple system atrophy, a condition linked to Parkinsonism [31] .
The real question on GWS is how long will the Department of Defense in American and the MOD in the UK persist in obfuscation, deception and denial before admitting that the toxic exposures in the Gulf are responsible for GWS and compensate and support all those veterans and their families who have become so ill simply for laying down their lives for their country and its citizens. The attempt to label GWVs as mentally ill and fatigued and the derisory offer of graded exercise therapy and cognitive behavioural therapy as an effective treatment for their illnesses is no longer sustainable-a fact increasingly recognised in the USA but belligerently resisted by the MOD and UK Government with its "tin ear, cold heart, and closed mind", Burton 1997 [32]-a charge acknowledged in the letter from Leo S Mackay the Deputy Secretary Department of Veterans' Affairs when responding to the research report [7] , October 28th 2002. .
